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Daisy Hill and Southside Family Day Care Service

SAFETY CHECKLIST FOR PLAYGROUNDS/OUTINGS

Name of Park/Facility…………………………………………………………….…...………..................................................................
Address…………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………................................
Date checked………………….………………...................
Educator’s Name: ………………………………………..………            Educator’s Signature: ……............................………..………

Has the park/facility:

· Sufficient shade

· Soft fall under equipment? ( Eg: Sand / bark / rubber)

· Easy supervision? (Eg: No bushes close to play area which people could hide behind, or obstructs view of children at play).

· Toilets

· Running water

· Parking close by which poses minimal risk ( Eg: A good distance from the road) 

· Access for prams, or children with disabilities

· Water areas such as ponds, lakes? If yes detail on Risk Management Worksheet what additional steps are taken to minimise risks to children

ONGOING POINTS TO CHECK ON EACH VISIT

Equipment checked for following hazards:  

· Foreign matter in and around play areas (Eg: animal excrement, broken glass, syringes)

· Insect infestation (Eg: spiders, wasps, bees, ants)

· Other potential risks (Eg: snakes, dogs, swooping birds, poisonous plants) 

· Splinters/ paint flaking

· Rust/ Rot

· Missing components

· Chains / ropes

· Loose joints or connections

· Exposed bolts/nails/screws

· Positioning of structure is away from obstacles, secure and stable  

· Head entrapments and gaps (Eg: children could get head/fingers/feet/body parts trapped)

Facility in general is:

· Well maintained (Eg: grass does not need mowing, cleaned regularly)

· Free of vandalism

· Free from glass and/or syringes 

· Clear of litter and branches that pose a risk to children

· Age appropriate (Eg: equipment not too high or is not overly challenging to the children using them)

Risk Management Strategies to be put into place for this excursion should include:

· Equipment that is not suitable for the age of children  

· When a child needs toileting 

· If a child needs to sleep during the excursion (eg: babies) 

· If the park/venue is crowded 

· Accessing the car park area 

· Water hazard management

Playground/excursion Checklist DHFDC

3/02/2014 revised

